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Amharas, nearly all of whom are members of the Coptic Church. Harar has a strong Islamitic population, but there are also numerous Copts. The population of Soinaliland, as well as that of Galla Sidarn, is almost entirely Mohammedan.
All five Governors, who govern independently, who can decide upon forms of punishment and introduce changes, but who, of course, are subordinate to the Viceroy of Italian Ethiopia, as well as the Duce (also in his capacity as Colonial Minister) and the King-Emperor, are constantly making tours of inspection, and are continually summoning their commissioners to report. A similar picture is obtained when one visits one of the numerous residents, who are responsible for their own sub-areas, the vice-residents and for maintaining proper control over the natives of their area. In the course of their duties, among which is the highly important function of presiding over the native court once or twice weekly, they often come into close contact with the senior military officer, who, according to the importance of the place, may hold any rank from captain to general. There is hardly need to point out that a certain degree of collaboration between the civil and military authorities is absolutely essential, and that they must keep each other informed of the activities of their particular departments in order that all matters may be considered from every point of view.
It is for that reason that representatives of the civil authority and representatives of all branches of the Services are^ members of what is known as a c General Council,3 which constitutes a sort of local parliament. There is, further, a special commission, at present appointed by the Viceroy for a period of two years, which is composed of members of this General Council, the Secretary General, Italian citizens, and native dignitaries. For practical reasons the regional commissioners and residents appoint in m,any: cases district and village chiefs, who thereafter hold a place of special importance among the natives, and they permit ' so-called "Judges of the First and Second Courts * to remain-in-office. Appropriate payment is made, and decorations are frequently bestowed.